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ANNUAL OPERATING COSTS:*
Current System With NO Verification:
= $1.7 million per year
Current System plus Diebold Printers:
= $2.4 million per year
Optical Scan System:
= $0.5 million per year

*Sources: Printer and operating costs were derived 
from the fiscal notes on the 2005 “paper trail” bills.
Operating costs include machine maintenence, repair,
replacement, and storage, and apply a flat unit cost 
per machine, regardless of machine type. Cost of 
optical scanning equipment is from vendor literature.

PAPER TRAIL COSTS COMPARED
(CUMULATIVE)

The cost of adding verification
to the current system
would exceed the cost 

of replacing it
within 4 years.

OPTION 1: ADD VOTER-VERIFIED 
PAPER AUDIT TRAIL TO ALL
TOUCH-SCREEN MACHINES
(20,000 touch-screens + 20,000 printers
= 40,000 machines total)
assuming a cost of $600* per printer

OPTION 2: REPLACE ALL TOUCH-SCREEN 
MACHINES WITH PRECINCT-BASED 
OPTICAL SCAN SYSTEM
with Automark for Accessibility
(2,000 touch-screens + 2,000 printers
= 4,000 machines total)
assuming a cost of $5000* each for optical 
scanners and AutoMark machines


